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N
roadmap

@ discuss TDT's theory of language in the context of modern empirical
linguistics and analytic philosophy

@ raise some issues for future research

@ conclude
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TDT's theory of language

@ TDT's theory of language
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the text

@ Tran, Duc Thao. 1984. Investigations into the Origin of Language and
Consciousness. Translated by Daniel J. Herman & Robert L.
Armstrong. Dordrecht: D. Reidel Publishing Company.

@ Tran, Duc Thao. 1973. Recherches sur I'origine du langage et de la
conscience. Paris: Editions sociales.

o Tran, Ditrc Thdo. 1996. Tim cbi ngudn chia ngdn ngit va y thic. Ha Nbi:
Nha xult ban Vin hoi Théng tin.
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outline of exposition

@ TDT takes the following intuitions about language as facts to be
explained
e language is conscious
o language is intentional
e language is social
e language is material

@ TDT's explanation: language is gestural
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TDT's theory of language The phenomena

@ TDT's theory of language
@ The phenomena
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TDT's theory of language The phenomena

language & consciousness

@ speech and conscious thought are phenomenologically similar

@ conscious thought is anchored to an “epistemic agent” who has control and
introspective access

@ conscious thought is “inner speech”

@ conscious thought can be made public

(1) a. Hay ndi/nght vé vin dé nay!
b. #H3y n3m mo vé vin dé nay!

(2) a. “Hom nay trdi sé mua,” Nam nghi.
b. "Hém nay tri s€ mua,” Nam néi véi My.

(3)  Hay néi cho toi biét anh dang nghi gil
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TDT's theory of language The phenomena

[...] consciousness is the language that the subject addresses to himself,
generally in the outlined form of ‘internal speech’ [...]

(Tran 1984: 16)
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TDT's theory of language The phenomena

4 Der Gedanke ist der sinnvolle The thought is the significant
Satz. proposition.

Wittgenstein (1921)

TDT's theory of language 2/12/2023  9/32



TDT's theory of language The phenomena

language & intentionality

@ language presupposes an extra-linguistic reality which it is “about”

(4) A: Troi dang mua.
B: Khéng! Trsi dang ning.
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TDT's theory of language The phenomena

[...] if the whole meaning of signs merely consists in their referring to one
another, without ever referring directly to things, then we [...] no longer
see what speaking of things could mean [...] it is [...] impossible to ignore
the existence of a fundamental sign, whose meaning consists precisely in
positing a ‘direct relation between the word and the thing’ [...]

(Tran 1984: 33)

Trinh Hitu Tué TDT’s theory of language 28/12/2023 11/32



TDT's theory of language The phenomena

4.01 Einen Satz verstehen, heiBt, To understand a proposition
wissen was der Fall ist, wenn means to know what is the
er wahr ist. case, if it is true.

Wittgenstein (1921)
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TDT's theory of language The phenomena

language & society

@ language presupposes a community of speakers

@ the use of language is subject to “conversational maxims” which are
mutually known by discourse participants

(5) a. trdi mua nhung Trinh Hitu Tué khéng tin |3 trdi mua
b. #tr6i mua nhung t6i khéng tin 1a tréi mua
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TDT's theory of language The phenomena

[...] the individual can address himself only insofar as he is a social being
[...] “It is clear ... " says Marx, “that [the individual] relates even to
language itself as his own only as the natural member of a human
community.”

(Tran 1984: 27)
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TDT's theory of language The phenomena

4.01 Der Satz =zeigt, wie es sich The proposition shows how
verhalt, wenn er wahr ist. Und er  things stand, if it is true. And it
sagt, dass es sich so verhalt. says, that they do so stand.

Wittgenstein (1921)
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TDT's theory of language The phenomena

language & matter

@ grammar is constrained by reality

(6) a. Nam gip tit ca céc sinh vién trir My
b. #Nam gap it nhat mét sinh vién trir My

— this intuition is not obvious
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TDT's theory of language The phenomena

The relation of the signifying to the signified appears to be a matter of
purely arbitrary convention. In reality, however, this is just a specific
characteristic of the verbal sign which we know does not at all exhaust the
material reality of the signifying act.

(Tran 1984: 24)

If [the linguistic sign] is presented merely as an arbitrary sign |[...]
consciousness will [...] be defined [...] as purely lived internality which
makes its relation to matter inexplicable.

(Tran 1984: 26)

Consciousness must, therefore, be more exactly defined as the idealized
form of the motion of inner language. And since it exists only in that
language, the only ‘form of the motion of matter’ in question here is,
strictly speaking, language itself.

(Tran 1984: 29)
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TDT's theory of language The phenomena

4.01

3.21

4.014

Der Satz ist ein Bild der Wirk-
lichkeit [...]

Der Konfiguration der ein-
fachen Zeichen im Satzzeichen
entspricht die Konfiguration der
Gegenstande in der Sachlage.

Sehr klar wird das Wesen des
Satzzeichens, wenn wir es uns,
statt aus Schriftzeichen, aus
raumlichen Gegenstidnden (etwa
Tischen,  Stiihlen,  Biichern)
zusammengesetzt denken. Die
gegenseitige  raumliche Lage
dieser Dinge driickt dann den
Sinn des Satzes aus.

Wittgenstein (1921)

Trinh Hitu Tué

TDT's theory of language

A proposition is a picture of real-
ity [..]

The configuration of simple signs
in a propositional sign corre-
sponds to the configuration of ob-
jects in a state of affairs.

The essential nature of the propo-
sitional sign becomes very clear
when we imagine it made up of
spatial objects (such as tables,
chairs, books) instead of written
signs. The mutual spatial position
of these things then expresses the
sense of the proposition.
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TDT's theory of language The explanation

@ TDT's theory of language

@ The explanation
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LG T
i
Hypothesis

@ to speak is to make an indicative gesture, which by definition
requires transcendence: consciousness

requires an direct object: intentionality

requires an indirect object: society

requires physical conditions: materialism
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TDT's theory of language The explanation

[...] the guidance movement does not consist in simply tracing a direction,
it has essentially the function of a call. The indicative gesture, as distance
guidance, is a call for work on the indicated object. Now, as a call, it is
naturally completed by the normal form of a call, the vocal form.

(Tran 1984: 8)
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TDT's theory of language The explanation

gesture & consciousness

If the gorilla had had conscious perception of the steak, he would have
simply indicated the part of the meat that he wanted by stretching out
not his finger, to be sure, but at least his hand.

(Tran 1984: 4)

[...] once the structure of the gesture is established, the subject applies it
to himself. In other words, he points out the object to himself [...]

(Tran 1984: 7)

[...] the relation to oneself constitutes consciousness. Consciousness
appears identically as consciousness of the object and consciousness of
self [...]

(Tran 1984: 11)
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2
gesture & intentionality

The indicative gesture marks the most elementary relation of
consciousness to the object as external object.

(Tran 1984: 4-5)

[...] the meaning of the indicative gesture is precisely to express the
relation of objective externality, in which consists the fundamental
intentionality of consciousness [...]

(Tran 1984: 5)

the meaning of the indicative gesture in no way refers to any other sign. It
uniquely and directly refers to the thing itself in its external existence as
independent of the subject [...]

(Tran 1984: 34)
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TDT's theory of language The explanation

gesture & society

The original form of the indicative move ment thus can be defined as
guidance at a distance.

(Tran 1984: 6)
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2
gesture & matter

The indicative gesture began in a material form: the gesture of guidance at
a distance as it was formed in the development of adaptive work starting
with the anthropoids.

(Tran 1984: 15)

[...] the material component [...] is [...] an integral part of the [...]
movement. Its necessary presence in the act of consciousness enables us to
define it as language |[...]

(Tran 1984: 16)
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Issues for future work

© Issues for future work
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Issues for future work

implicit knowledge

@ a large part of linguistic knowledge, including semantics, is implicit (
unconscious)

(7) a. Nam cé &n com khéng?
b. Ca Nam c6 dn com khong?
c. #Chi Nam c6 an com khong?
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Issues for future work

logical constants

@ many linguistic expressions are non-referential

(8) allAB (9) allAB etc.
all Cnot B some C A
all C not A some C B
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Issues for future work

intensional contexts

@ meaning is more than the external object

(10) the morning star is the evening star

the morning star is the morning star

oo

(11) a. Nam nghi Joe Biden I3 t8ng théng My
b. Nam nghi Joe Biden I3 Joe Biden
(12) a. quyén sich tbi dang viét s& ning 5 kg
b. Luin D6n bi chdy rui va dugc xay dung lai cich d6 100 km
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Conclusion

© Conclusion
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Conclusion

@ TDT made a creative proposal on how language originates and evolves
@ the proposal squares with some basic intuitions about language

consciousness
intentionality
sociality
materiality

@ there are properties of language which pose a challenge to TDT's
proposal

implicitness
functionality
intensionality

o future work

critical evaluation
improvement and extension

Trinh Hitu Tué TDT'’s theory of language 28/12/2023 31/32



Acknowledgements

This work is partially supported by the ERC Advanced Grant “Speech Acts
in Grammar and Discourse” (SPAGAD), ERC-2007-ADG 787929. All errors
are my own.

Trinh Hitu Tué TDT'’s theory of language 28/12/2023 32/32



References

Abrusan, Martad. 2007. Contradiction and Grammar: The Case of Weak Islands.
Doctoral Dissertation, MIT.

Austin, John Langshaw. 1962. How to Do Things with Words. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Barwise, Jon, and Robin Cooper. 1981. Generalized quantifiers and natural language.
Linguistics and Philosophy 4:159-219.

Brentano, Franz. 1874. Psychologie vom Empirischen Standpunkte. Leipzig: Duncker &
Humblot.

Bylinina, Lisa, and Rick Nouwen. 2018. On “zero” and semantic plurality. Glossa: a
journal of general linguistics 3:1-23.

Chierchia, Gennaro. 1998. Reference to kinds across languages. Natural Language
Semantics 6:339-405.

Chierchia, Gennaro. 2010. Mass nouns, vagueness and semantic variation. Synthese
174:99-149.

Chierchia, Gennaro. 2013. Logic in Grammar. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Chomsky, Noam. 1957. Syntactic Structures. The Hague: Mouton.

Chomsky, Noam. 1986. Knowledge of Language. New York: Praeger Publishers.

Chomsky, Noam. 2000. New horizons in the study of mind and language. Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge.

Crni¢, Luka. 2021. Exceptives and exhaustification. Talk given at WCCFL 39.

Crni¢, Luka, and Andreas Haida. 2020. Free choice and divisiveness. Lingbuzz/005217.
TDT's theory of language 28/12/2023 32/32




References

Crni¢, Luka. 2019. Any: Logic, likelihood, and context. Language and Linguistic
Compass 13:1-20.

von Fintel, Kai. 1993. Exceptive constructions. Natural Language Semantics 1:123-148.

Fox, Danny, and Martin Hackl. 2006. The universal density of measurement. Linguistics
and Philosophy 29:537-586.

Frege, Gottlob. 1892. Uber Sinn und Bedeutung. Zeitschrift fiir Philosophie und
philosophische Kritik 100:25-50.

Gajewski, Jon. 2008a. More on quantifiers in comparative clauses. Proceedings of SALT
18:340-357.

Gajewski, Jon. 2008b. NPI any and connected exceptive phrases. Natural Language
Semantics 16:69-110.

Gajewski, Jon. 2013. An analogy between a connected exceptive phrase and polarity
items. In Beyond ‘Any’ and ‘Ever’, ed. Eva Csipak, Regine Eckardt, and Manfred
Sailer, 183-212. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter.

Grice, Paul. 1967. Logic and Conversation. In Studies in the Way of Words, ed. Paul
Grice, 41-58. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

Haida, Andreas, and Tue Trinh. 2020. Zero and triviality. Glossa: A journal of general
linguistics 5:1-14.

Haida, Andreas, and Tue Trinh. 2021. Splitting atoms in natural language. In Formal
Approaches to Number in Slavic and Beyond, ed. Mojmir Do&ekal and Marcin
Woagiel, 277-296. Language Science Press.
TDT's theory of language 28/12/2023  32/32




References

Heim, Irene, and Angelika Kratzer. 1998. Semantics in Generative Grammar. Oxford:
Blackwell.

Hintikka, Jaakko. 1961. Modality and quantification. Theoria 27:119-128.

Hirsch, Aron. 2016. An unexceptional semantics for expressions of exception. UPenn
Working Papers in Linguistics 22:139-148.

Husserl, Edmund. 1907. Die ldee der Phianomenologie: Fiinf Vorlesungen.

Kratzer, Angelika. 1981. The notional category of modality. In Words, Worlds, and
Contexts: New Approaches in Word Semantics, ed. Hans-Jiirgen Eikmeyer and
Hannes Rieser, 38-74. De Gruyter.

Krifka, Manfred. 1995. The semantics and pragmatics of polarity items. Linguistic
Analysis 25:209-257.

Magri, Giorgio. 2009. A theory of individual-level predicates based on blind mandatory
scalar implicatures. Natural Language Semantics 17:245-297.

Maier, Emar. 2006. Belief in Context: Towards a Unified Semantics of De Re and De Se
Attitude Reports. Doctoral Dissertation, Radbound Universiteit Nijmegen.

Menéndez-Benito, Paula. 2005. The Grammar of Choice. Doctoral Dissertation,
University of Massachusetts at Amherst.
Moltmann, Friederike. 1995. Exception sentences and polyadic quantification.
Linguistics and Philosophy 18:223-280.
Moore, George Edward. 1942. A reply to my critics. In The Philosophy of G. E. Moore,
ed. Paul Arthur Schilpp, 543-667. New York: Tudor Publishing Company.
TDT's theory of language 28/12/2023  32/32




References

Schlenker, Philippe. 2016. The semantics-pragmatics interface. In Formal Semantics, ed.
Maria Aloni and Paul Dekker, 664—727. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Schwager, Magdalena. 2005. Interpreting imperatives. Doctoral Dissertation, University
of Frankfurt/Main dissertation.

Searle, John R. 1969. Speech Acts: An Essay in the Philosophy of Language.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Stalnaker, Robert. 1978. Assertion. Syntax and Semantics 9:315-332.

Tran, Duc Thao. 1973. Recherches sur I'origine du langage et de la conscience. Paris:
Editions sociales.

Tran, Duc Thao. 1984. Investigations into the Origin of Language and Consciousness.
Translated by Daniel J. Herman & Robert L. Armstrong. Dordrecht: D. Reidel
Publishing Company.

Trinh, Tue. 2022. Vietnamese polar questions. Talk given at Konan University, Kobe,
Japan, 18/03/2022.

Trinh, Tue. 2023. Partition by exhaustification and polar questions. Manuscript,
Leibniz-Zentrum Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft.

Tran, Ditc Thao. 1996. Tim cbi ngudn clia ngdn ngit va y thitc. Ha N&i: Nha xubt ban
Van hod Thong tin.

Uegaki, Wataru, and Yasutada Sudo. 2017. The anti-rogativity of non-veridical
preferential predicates. Proceedings of the Amsterdam Colloquium 21:492-501.

Trinh Hitu Tué TDT’s theory of language 28/12/2023 32/32




References

Vostrikova, Ekaterina. 2021. Conditional analysis of clausal exceptives. Natural
Language Semantics 29:159-227.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig. 1921. Logisch-philosophische Abhandlung. Annalen der
Naturphilosophie 14:185-262.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig. 1953. Philosophische Untersuchungen. Frankfurt am Main:
Suhrkamp.

Trinh Hitu Tué TDT'’s theory of language 28/12/2023 32/32



	TDT's theory of language
	The phenomena
	The explanation

	Issues for future work
	Conclusion
	Acknowledgements
	References
	References

